
 
 

Jonah chapter 4 
 

1 But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he became angry.  
2 So he prayed to the Lord, and said, “Ah, Lord, was not this what I said when I was still in my 
country? Therefore I fled previously to Tarshish; for I know that You are a gracious and merciful 
God, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, One who relents from doing harm.  
3 Therefore now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live!” 
4 Then the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 
5 So Jonah went out of the city and sat on the east side of the city. There he made himself a 
shelter and sat under it in the shade, till he might see what would become of the city.  
6 And the Lord God prepared a plant and made it come up over Jonah, that it might be shade 
for his head to deliver him from his misery. So Jonah was very grateful for the plant.  
7 But as morning dawned the next day God prepared a worm, and it so damaged the plant that 
it withered.  
8 And it happened, when the sun arose, that God prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun 
beat on Jonah’s head, so that he grew faint. Then he wished death for himself, and said, “It 
is better for me to die than to live.” 
9 Then God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?” 
And he said, “It is right for me to be angry, even to death!” 
10 But the Lord said, “You have had pity on the plant for which you have not labored, nor made 
it grow, which came up in a night and perished in a night.  
11 And should I not pity Nineveh, that great city, in which are more than one hundred and 
twenty thousand persons who cannot discern between their right hand and their left—and 
much livestock?” 
 
 



 

The Chapter Summary Method 

Step 1 - Caption - Give the chapter a short but descriptive heading. Headings that are 
short and / or convey a vivid image of the chapter are especially beneficial. 

 

Step 2 - Contents - Make a list or outline of the major point of the chapter. 

 

Step 3 - Chief People - Make a list of the major individuals in the chapter, some reference 
to the surrounding chapters may be necessary. 

 

Step 4 - Central Verse - Select a verse that is significant in the chapter or which you find is 
important during this study. 

 

Step 5 - Crucial Word(s) - Make a list of the key word(s) of the chapter. 

 

Step 6 - Challenges - List any difficulties you may have with the chapter. What don't you 
understand? Are there areas of your life that need changing but cannot be changed? 

 

Step 7 - Cross References - Use your cross references to find other passages in the Bible 
that help you to understand this chapter. 

 

Step 8 - Christ Revealed - As the Bible as a whole is the revelation of Jesus Christ (the Old 
Testament points to Him, the Gospels give the details of His earthly life, and Acts and the 
Letters show His activity in the world) it should be possible to find His presence in all areas 
of the Bible. Find out what you can discover of the nature, ministry, or person of Christ 
from this chapter. 

 

Step 9 - Central Lesson(s) - List the major lessons taught in the chapter that you have 
learned at this time (next time you study this chapter entirely new insights may become 
evident). 

 

Step 10 - Conclusion - Here you will begin to apply what you have learned. Two questions 
that are important to ask during any application of the Bible are: 

How do these insights apply to me personally? 

What am I going to do about them? 

 


