
GLEANINGS FROM THE BOOK OF DANIEL  
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE TODAY 

 
DANIEL CHAPTER 2:1-18 

 
1 Now in the second year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; and his spirit 
was so troubled that his sleep left him. 2 Then the king gave the command to call the magicians, 
the astrologers, the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans to tell the king his dreams. So they came and 
stood before the king. 3 And the king said to them, “I have had a dream, and my spirit is anxious 
to know the dream.” 4 Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in Aramaic, “O king, live forever! 
Tell your servants the dream, and we will give the interpretation.” 5 The king answered and said 
to the Chaldeans, “My decision is firm: if you do not make known the dream to me, and its 
interpretation, you shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made an ash heap. 6 However, 
if you tell the dream and its interpretation, you shall receive from me gifts, rewards, and great 
honor. Therefore, tell me the dream and its interpretation.” 7 They answered again and said, “Let 
the king tell his servants the dream, and we will give its interpretation.” 8 The king answered and 
said, “I know for certain that you would gain time, because you see that my decision is firm: 9 if 
you do not make known the dream to me, there is only one decree for you! For you have agreed 
to speak lying and corrupt words before me till the time has changed. Therefore, tell me the 
dream, and I shall know that you can give me its interpretation.” 10 The Chaldeans answered the 
king, and said, “There is not a man on earth who can tell the king’s matter; therefore, no king, 
lord, or ruler has ever asked such things of any magician, astrologer, or Chaldean. 11 It 
is a difficult thing that the king requests, and there is no other who can tell it to the king except 
the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.” 12 For this reason the king was angry and very 
furious and gave the command to destroy all the wise men of Babylon. 13 So the decree went 
out, and they began killing the wise men; and they sought Daniel and his companions, to 
kill them. 14 Then with counsel and wisdom Daniel answered Arioch, the captain of the king’s 
guard, who had gone out to kill the wise men of Babylon; 15 he answered and said to Arioch the 
king’s captain, “Why is the decree from the king so urgent?” Then Arioch made the decision 
known to Daniel. 16 So Daniel went in and asked the king to give him time, that he might tell the 
king the interpretation. 17 Then Daniel went to his house, and made the decision known to 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his companions, 18 that they might seek mercies from the God 
of heaven concerning this secret, so that Daniel and his companions might not perish with the 
rest of the wise men of Babylon. 
 
 
1) What kinds of people did King Nebuchadnezzar call in to interpret his dream? 

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
2) Why wouldn’t the king tell them the content of the dream? 

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



 
3) What does this (your answer in question 2) tell us about the wise men’s ability as  

sorcerers/magicians and religious leaders? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
4) Why do you think Nebuchadnezzar was so harsh in his response to the wiseman’s  

inability to tell him the content of his dream? What does that tell you about his authority? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
5) According to verse 13, Arioch began immediately killing off the wisemen! Yet, he  

allowed Daniel time to go before the king (verses 14-16). Why do you think he treated  
Daniel differently than the other wisemen? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
6) Read Proverbs 15:1; how did Daniel apply this wisdom to the threat from the king? 

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
7) What can you learn and apply in your life regarding communicating with your boss 

(teacher, parents, or someone in authority over you) from Daniel’s response to the king’s 
threats? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

8) What does Daniel do to unlock the secret of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

9) List specific ways that you can apply what Daniel, and his friends did in your life. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 


