GLEANINGS FROM THE BOOK OF DANIEL
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE TODAY

DANIEL CHAPTER 4:19-37

19 Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was astonished for a time, and his

thoughts troubled him. So the king spoke, and said, “Belteshazzar, do not let the dream or its
interpretation trouble you. “Belteshazzar answered and said, “My lord, may the dream concern
those who hate you, and its interpretation concern your enemies! 20 “The tree that you saw,
which grew and became strong, whose height reached to the heavens and which could be seen by
all the earth, 21 whose leaves were lovely and its fruit abundant, in which was food for all, under
which the beasts of the field dwelt, and in whose branches the birds of the heaven had their
home— 22 it is you, O king, who have grown and become strong; for your greatness has grown
and reaches to the heavens, and your dominion to the end of the earth. 23 “And inasmuch as the
king saw a watcher, a holy one, coming down from heaven and saying, ‘Chop down the tree and
destroy it, but leave its stump and roots in the earth, bound with a band of iron and bronze in the
tender grass of the field; let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let him graze with the beasts of
the field, till seven times pass over him’; 24 this is the interpretation, O king, and this is the
decree of the Most High, which has come upon my lord the king: 25 They shall drive you from
men, your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and they shall make you eat grass like
oxen. They shall wet you with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over you, till you
know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses.

26 “And inasmuch as they gave the command to leave the stump and roots of the tree, your
kingdom shall be assured to you, after you come to know that Heaven rules. 27 Therefore, O
king, let my advice be acceptable to you; break off your sins by being righteous, and your
iniquities by showing mercy to the poor. Perhaps there may be a lengthening of your prosperity.”
28 All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 At the end of the twelve months he was
walking about the royal palace of Babylon. 30 The king spoke, saying, “Is not this great
Babylon, that I have built for a royal dwelling by my mighty power and for the honor of my
majesty?”” 31 While the word was still in the king’s mouth, a voice fell from heaven: “King
Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: the kingdom has departed from you! 32 And they shall
drive you from men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. They shall make you
eat grass like oxen; and seven times shall pass over you, until you know that the Most High rules
in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses.” 33 That very hour the word was
fulfilled concerning Nebuchadnezzar; he was driven from men and ate grass like oxen; his body
was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair had grown like eagles’ feathers and his nails like
birds’ claws. 34 And at the end of the time I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my
understanding returned to me; and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who
lives forever: For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom is from generation
to generation. 35 All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; He does according to His
will in the army of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth. No one can restrain His hand
or say to Him, “What have You done?” 36 At the same time my reason returned to me, and for
the glory of my kingdom, my honor and splendor returned to me. My counselors and nobles
resorted to me, I was restored to my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added to me. 37 Now 1,
Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of heaven, all of whose works are truth,
and His ways justice. And those who walk in pride He is able to put down.
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Why do you think Daniel was “astonished” by the interpretation of the dream (vs. 19),
and what does that tell us about his relationship with King Nebuchadnezzar?

Why was Nebuchadnezzar going to be punished? What principle does this teach us about
God and people? (ref. Proverbs 16:18).

Do you have the same loyalty as Daniel to the people in your life? If your boss was hit
with bad news like this, how would you feel and how would you respond?

What was the final straw that brought God’s judgment upon the king? Do you see this as
a common problem for people who are powerful and famous?

What can you do to protect yourself from pride and the need for God’s discipline in your
life?

Do you think Nebuchadnezzar learned his lesson? What evidence do you see to support
your thought?

Do you think the king was genuinely saved? Why do you think that?




