
GLEANINGS FROM THE BOOK OF DANIEL  
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE TODAY 

 
DANIEL CHAPTER 6:1-17 

DANIEL, DARIUS & A DECREE 
 
1 It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom one hundred and twenty satraps, to be over the whole 
kingdom; 2 and over these, three governors, of whom Daniel was one, that the satraps might give 
account to them, so that the king would suffer no loss. 3 Then this Daniel distinguished himself 
above the governors and satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king gave 
thought to setting him over the whole realm. 4 So the governors and satraps sought to 
find some charge against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could find no charge or fault, 
because he was faithful; nor was there any error or fault found in him. 5 Then these men said, 
“We shall not find any charge against this Daniel unless we find it against him concerning the 
law of his God.”  
 
6 So these governors and satraps thronged before the king, and said thus to him: “King Darius, 
live forever! 7 All the governors of the kingdom, the administrators and satraps, the counselors 
and advisors, have consulted together to establish a royal statute and to make a firm decree, that 
whoever petitions any god or man for thirty days, except you, O king, shall be cast into the den 
of lions. 8 Now, O king, establish the decree and sign the writing, so that it cannot be changed, 
according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which does not alter.” 9 Therefore King Darius 
signed the written decree.  
 
10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went home. And in his upper room, 
with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three times that day, and 
prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since early days. 11 Then these men 
assembled and found Daniel praying and making supplication before his God. 12 And they went 
before the king, and spoke concerning the king’s decree: “Have you not signed a decree that 
every man who petitions any god or man within thirty days, except you, O king, shall be cast into 
the den of lions?” The king answered and said, “The thing is true, according to the law of the 
Medes and Persians, which does not alter.” 13 So they answered and said before the king, “That 
Daniel, who is one of the captives from Judah, does not show due regard for you, O king, or for 
the decree that you have signed, but makes his petition three times a day.” 14 And the king, 
when he heard these words, was greatly displeased with himself, and set his heart on Daniel to 
deliver him; and he labored till the going down of the sun to deliver him. 15 Then these 
men approached the king, and said to the king, “Know, O king, that it is the law of the Medes 
and Persians that no decree or statute which the king establishes may be changed.” 16 So the 
king gave the command, and they brought Daniel and cast him into the den of lions. But the king 
spoke, saying to Daniel, “Your God, whom you serve continually, He will deliver you.” 17 Then 
a stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet 
ring and with the signets of his lords, that the purpose concerning Daniel might not be changed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
1) In view of all that we’ve learned so far why do you think Daniel was being considered for 

such a significant position in the kingdom? 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
2) In your experience what are the characteristics that make for a great employee? Are there 

any areas that you need to change to be such an employee—what are they? 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
3) What do you think motivated the other rulers to plot against Daniel? Have you observed 

this kind of behavior in your workplace? If so, tell us about it. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
4) It appears that King Darius was oblivious to the schemes of the rulers to kill Daniel. Why  
 do think the King was so easily deceived? 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
5) Why could the laws of the Medes and Persians not be changed? Is this a good idea to  
 have a rule that a law cannot be changed? Why or why not? 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
6) Put yourself in Daniel’s place for a moment; what it would mean to have  
 someone investigate every area of your life; your text messages, internet history, movies  
 you watch at home, & the way you live your life outside of church. How would that make  
 you feel? Would you be worried, anxious, or like Daniel unconcerned? 
 
 Are there any changes that you need to make in your life so that like Daniel, “(they) shall  
 not find any charge against this Daniel unless we find it against him concerning the law  
 of his God.”  
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 


